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Re: Proposedamendmentsto dissolvedoxygen standard(R04-25) j~j~l/01 2004

DorothyGunn,Clerk STATE OF lLLlNo~
Illinois Pollution Control Board Pollution Control Boarc~
JamesR. ThompsonCenter
100W. RandolphSt.
Suite 11-500
Chicago,IL 60601 ~ ~
1)earMs. Gunn,

In A1 ~ri12004, theIllinois Associationof WastewaterAgenci~s(IA’WA)~ubmittedaproposalto the Illinois Pollution
Contrc ~1Boardproposingto lower the dissolvedoxygencriteria from 5.0mg/I to 3.5 mg/I during the monthsof July
through February. I am wnting you to askthat youreject IAWA”; request.The proposedreductionin dissolved
oxy~~ci~ teriawill not improvethe condition of Illinois streamssuch asthe Fox River, ratherit will havethe
oprositeeft ~ct by fu~therdegradingwaterquality andh’iiiiiii aquaticlife. ThecurrentIllinois standardfor
dissolved�~ ‘gen follows U.S. EnvironmentalPr~’otectionA’~ency~idelines andpastscientific studiesdo not

support a Iow~ ~dard.Ther~fore.theJ’illinois PollutionControl Boardshouldreject theproposalto lower
dissolvedoxyg~ ts.

RobertSchanzel ~vingcommentson behalfof the Illinois Chapterof the AmericanFisheriesSociety
regardingthe p~ - iois Chapterof theAmericanFisheriesSocietydoesnot supportrelaxingIllinois
existingdissolv ~..nstani~. iecauseinsuffiuentevidenceis availablethatsuchactionwill not havesenous
andirrevocable ~~isequencesfor the sta~. ~a~aaticbiota - thatis. the sciencedoesnot supporttheproposed
changes.’Schanzelalsostates“To lower qua1it~~vstandardsnow, ~oi 14 not servethe bestinterestseitherof Illinois’
citizensor its aquaticresources.”

Theconditionof theFox River is impactedby multiplestressor~. As thesestressorsbecomeintensifiedthe
ecosystemdeteriorates.The degradationof theFox Riverhasand , will continueto affect the well beingof its
residents.In February2004,over 150,000residentsin Aurorawerere~~‘ommendedto boil their water. A report
preparedby WestonSolutionsindicatedthatthe majorityof the blamefor ‘he boil ordercouldbeplacedon the
deteriorationof waterquality in theFox River. The proposedrula changeb ~r IAWA will not improvethecondition
of the Fox River, but it hasthepotentialto accelerateits decliningcondition. Thus,it shouldberejectedby the
Illinois Pollution Control Board.

Thank youvery muchforyour timeandconsideration.

Sincerely,

Jr 2002,the Fox
reasonsfor the ri~
Fox are well docui.
Riverwill alsonega.
sensitiveto low disso

negatively affecte(
deterioratingwate~
dissolvedoxygen

£egoriz~dasimpairedby the Illinois EnvironmentalProtectionAgency. Oneof the
nentis low dissoFvedoxygen. The effectsof low dissolvedoxygenin rivers suchas
~xtrenie1ylow oxygenlevels, fish kills result. Low dissolvedoxygenlevelsin theFox

t fish speciesthatspawnin latesummer,andsportfishsuchas smallmouthbassare
:Ii levels. Freshwatermusselsandotheraquaticmacroinvertebratesarealso
iived oxygen. The aquaticfaunain the Fox River is alreadythreatenedby
severalspeciesbecomingextirpated;.fromthewatershedin recentdecades.Lower

acerbatetheproblemsthe Fox River faces.
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